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"A Sonnet: An Elegy to Henry Wadsworth Longfellow's Phoenix"

A bird tried to catch the Evening Star,
Attracted by her beauty, her bright light.
He used up all his strength in his long flight.

Following her he never keeps too far.

Finding a ladybird, he rested, tired,

Her soft garment glowed with golden feathers,
Suddenly her wings broke. The bad weather,
A strongest lightening bolt set her afire.

To stop the brutal burning of her flesh,
Embracing together the love bird hold,
Hand in hand and heart to heart they were bold.

God resurrected them and made them fresh.

Becoming the phoenix, fire made her shine!

Bear a cross through the snow, what love divine!

[C.P.'s notes: Henry Wadsworth Longfellow had written "The
Evening Star" while courting his second wife - Francis (Franny)
Appleton, after his first wife died from a miscarriage. Then, Frances
(Franny) accidentally caught her gown on fire and Longfellow threw
himself on top of her to put out the fire. She died the next day and
Longfellow was burnt seriously. His face was disfigured with a big
scar. He was so heart-broken that he could no longer write poems
and he had to concentrate on the translations of Dante Alighieri's
Divine Comedy instead. Eighteen years after his wife's death,
he wrote his last sonnet called "The Cross of Snow" which was
not published during his life time. It was a touching love story but
surprisingly received no poetic reactions from other poets, including
his good friends: Ralph Waldo Emerson and Nathaniel Hawthorne.
| would, therefore, like to show my sympathy for this great American
poet by telling others the story of his great love! -- Dr. C. P. Cheung]

SRIEY | X

\

J

— L RRARWR TREHEE >
0 0 B 89 X R TR 5] »
R BPTA B RERER
AERBMARERGRE |

AT £ BRERER L
W &8 TR F B P
RAR &R B R R |
BAHPAETFRIS LRF KL |

B T HRIALA KB K
Ro T 0 E S BE RFl E FRERT »
FRF O F IR E—A
LMl EE AR E |

TR TARRSKAETL |
MEPR+FRIREHEEEL ]

(EFET : BBBRDEBAFA » tE—ERALREE
2% RBRMHE IR NEREMBLEAR > KT —83
FU MBENEL ) - BEE—B  FRSHELINERS
NEEIBRIEHN - SRARIEIEHEIR - BRBTRER T W » RRES
B CM@IRCNEE » BE RIS - MEBERIMZ
BEEE  tBLES —BABEMRS S - tREZ25M
BILERIE - SREABANERF S | (MREEME Ttz
T{F - tBRER+N\F T RERR—E+IT5H3R

[EMH+54) ICTHEENES - BRIEHRE—EER
BHR - ER—BRAMEMENSIRNEENS | REAE
FER  SUSEAETRBREMS ARIFTER - LHIE
IS RERENERSAFA : At - TARESEM - RE
BEMEEF ANEAZIENS » MRESTIHIFEEHRRN
Blg )

¢

W FINNSL30-20164F-2 .indd 187

o

2016/2/23 T4-3:39 (



PeAGENSEBIREF A BIERE 2 KRR

“The(ﬁossofSnowﬂ
o o1y B e

By Henry Wadsworth Longfellow / ¥ #1 K 22 K ¥ - B & &
b XES  REFHL

In the long, sleepless watches of the night,
ERfk b FIRARRGKE
A gentle face — the face of one long dead —
— KRB — —RAFTRAGR —
Looks at me from the wall, where round its head
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The night-lamp casts a halo of pale light.
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There is a mountain in the distant West
fiEEa B G —EEL
That, sun-defying, in its deep ravines
HABAFHIRBZF
Displays a cross of snow upon its side.
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Such is the cross I wear upon my breast
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These eighteen years, through all the changing scenes
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And seasons, changeless since the day she died.
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QZ g» ij Here in this room she died; and soul more white d‘,N
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g % g Never through martyrdom of fire was led 24
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1:{: g To its repose; nor can in books be read

ERZ 28 WK T TR

jﬁ % The legend of a life more benedight.
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